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In the Claims 

Please amend claims 18, 22, 24, and 28, 



1-9 (cancelled) 



\ 



10. (previously amended) A method 
providing a unitary storage m 



comprising the steps of: 
jdium; 

storing audio-centered information on the unitary storage medium; 

storing on the unitary storage rdedium, a Tablc-oi-Contcnts (TOC) access mechanism 
specifying an actual configuration of vakous audio items on the medium, a highest level TOC 
fde that points to the audio items, and a West level TOC file that points immediately to the 
respective contents of the audio items; ana 

storing on the unitary storage mcdtlm, a file-based access mechanism including a root 
directory containing item localizing infornition, the root directory containing the highest level 
TOC file, wherein the audio information is accessible using either the TOC access mechanism or 

the file- based access mechanism. 

» 

1 1 . (previously amended) The method of claim^l 0, wherein the root directory contains lower 
level directories that each pertain to a standardised audio format, thereby providing further access 
to the audio information at respective different levels. 



12. (previously amended) The method of claim 1C& wherein the root directory contains 



one or 



10/039,713 



Received from <> at 4/7/03 2:56:02 PM [Eastern Daylight rime] 



APR-07-03 HON 02:05 PH 



FAX NO. 



P. 04/11 



more Sub-TOC file directories that each 
<li ffcrcnt respective standardized audio format 



c antain their own Sub-TOC file, each directory using a 



13. (previously amended) The method of < 
directories is exactly equal to 2. 



aim 12, wherein the number of Sub-TOC file 



14. (previously amended) The method of clLim 12, wherein the respective audio formats include 
at least a stereo format and at least a multi-channel audio format. 



1 5. (previously amended) A unitary storage 
audio-centered information; 
a Tabic-of-Contents (TOC) access m 

various audio items on the medium, a highe 



tedium, comprising: 



ijpchanism specifying an actual configuration of 
; level TOC file that points to the audio items, and a 
lowest level TOC file that points immediatclj to the respective contents of the audio items; and 

a file-based access mechanism includmg a root directory containing item localizing 
information, the root directoiy containing the highest level TOC file, wherein the audio 
information is accessible using cither the TOcjacccss mechanism or the file-based access 
mechanism. 



16. (previously amended) The unitary storage mldium of claim 15, wherein: 

the root directory contains one or more Sjib-TOC file directories that each contain their 
own Sub-TOC file; 
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each directory uses a different respective standardized audio format; and 
the respective audio formats includcgat least a stereo format and at least a multi-channel 
audio format. 




\ 



17. (previously amended) A reader for an opticM disc, comprising: 

optical reading means for producing a read signal from the optical disc; 
disc driving means for moving the optical read means with respect to a track on the 
optical disc; and 

access means for controlling the disc drivl means for accessing information stored on the 
optical disc using access mechanisms of the disc, flic access mechanisms including; 

a Tablc-of-Contcnts (TOC) access mechanism specifying an actual configuration 
of various audio items on the medium, 

a file-based access mechanism including a root directory containing item 
localizing information such that the root directory contains the highest level TOC file, a 
highest level TOC file that points to the audio items, and a lowest level TOC file that 
points immediately to the respective contents ofi the audio items, 

wherein the audio information is accessible using either the TOC access 
mechanism or the file-based access mechanism. 



1 8. (currently amended) A method, comprising; 
providing a unitary storage medium; 
storing audio information on the unitary storage me|ium; and 
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forming a file-based access mcchani^n on the unitary storage medium, wherein the filo- 
bascd access mechanism includes a di re ctoi 



storing and accessing the audio information 



v 



based Tablc-of-Contents (TOC) mechanism for 



19, (previously added) The method of claim 18, wherein the file-based access mechanism 
includes a root directory. 



\ 



20. (previously added) The method of claim 19, wherein tlfe root directory contains lower level, 
directories that each pertain to a standardized audio fotmaf thereby providing farther access to 
the audio information at respective different levels. 

21 . (previously added) The method of claim 19, wherein it e root directory contains one or more 
Sub-TOC file directories that each contain their own Sub-VOC file, each directory using a 
different respective standardized audio format, 

22. (currently amended) The method of claim 19, fu r ther cl mipiKsiug forming a TOC mechanism 
on the un i ta r y s to rage m e dium ; wherein the TOC mechanism includes a data-based TOC for 
storing and accessing the audio information. 



23. (previously added) The method of claim 22, wherein tl 



access mechanism are stored on a single serial track of the 
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24. (currently amended) A unitary storage medium on which audio information is stored, said 
unitary medium comprising a file-based a xess mechanism that includes a dirtctoiybased Table- 
of-Contcnts (TOC) mechanise for storing and accessing the audio information. 

25. previously added) The unitary storage medium of claim wherein the file-based access 
mechanism includes a root directory. 

26. (previously added) The unitary storage medium of claiml25, wherein the root directory 
contains lower level directories that each pertain to a standardized audio format, thereby 
providing further access to the audio information at respective different levels. 



27. (previously added) The unitary storage medium of clait| 25, wherein the root directory 
contains one or more Sub-TOC file directories that each co itain their own Sub-TOC file, each 
directory using a different respective standardized audio foftnat. 

28. (currently amended) The unitary storage medium of claim 25, further comprising* wherein 
Ihc TOC mechanism that includes a data-based TOC for st|ring and accessing the audio 
information. 



29, (previously added) The unitary storage medium of claim 28, wherein the TOC mechanism 
and the file-based access mechanism are stored on a singlc|serial track of the unitary storage 
medium. 
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